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WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

It ’s  also  b een  a yea r o f  h ar d wor k,  ch al leng es , po we rful  p er fo r man ces , and  

co mm unity act ivity .  Ther efo re  i ts  f i rst ly than ks  ev er y o ne o f  yo u –  athle te s,  

co aches , pa re nts,  o f f ic ials ,  sp on sor s ,  vo lun te er s,  a dm inistr ato rs ,  an d supp or ter s –  

fo r be ing  p ar t o f  this  incr ed ible jo ur ney . To gethe r,  we’r e bu i lding  so m ething  tr uly  

spe cia l .

2024 has been a year filled 
with growth, success, and 
opportunity for water polo 
in New Zealand. 

Chairperson & Chief Executive Report



WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

O ur  a th letes  hav e mad e wav es  on  the  wor ld stage  th is y ear .  A  fe w key  high l igh ts :

• Hi storic  fi nis h a t th e  W orld Aq ua tics  Cha mp ion sh ips  –  O ur  W om en's  Nat io nal  

Tea m achie ved  an o utstan ding  9th place  f in ish  in Do ha,  Q atar  (O lym pic  yea r)  –  

o ne o f  ou r be st r esults  fr o m the m od er n er a.  The y n arr o wly m isse d Paris  O lym pic  

qu al i f icatio n –  lo s ing b y 2  go als  to  Canad a. Sp ec ial  me nt ion  to  Ang ie ou r sen ior  

wo me n’s  hea d coach  wh o h as  wo r ked  ti r ele ss ly  ov er  man y y ear s  to  del iv er  su ch a 

pe rfo r man ce .

• We  h ave  NZ  women  co mpe tin g in the  top  leag u es  an d te ams in Eu rope  an d ou r 

men  an d wom en  in the  USA C olleg e s yst em  NCA A ,  al l  do ing  us  pr ou d.

• U18  Women's  World  Cha mp ion shi p Su ccess  –  O ur  Un der-18  Wo me n's  te am 

secur ed  8th p lace at  the  Wor ld Aqu at ics  U18  Cham pio nship s  in  Chen gdu , China , 

ba ck ing  u p the U18  wom en ’s  8th pla ce  in 2022,  a nd the  U20 wo me n's  8th p lace in 

2023 , th us  pr ov ing  th at o ur  wom en  b elo ng  in  th e wo rld ’s  to p 8 .

• U18  Men ’s W orld  Ch am pion sh ip s  –  this  ye ar,  the  men  fin ished  a  cr ed ible 12th 

pla ce , s ignif ican tly  impr o vin g o n past  per for m ances .

• Intern ati ona l Coa chi ng  Ex ce llenc e  –  We ’re  pr ou d of  fo rm er  New Zeala nd Wat er  

Po lo Co ach o f the  Y e ar,  Ju stin  P icke rin g, wh o led  Sale m Univ er s ity  to  th e NCAA 

Nat io nal  Co l leg iate  Cham pio nships  in the  US A –  a s ign  of  New Ze aland ’s  co achin g 

ex pe rt ise be ing r eco gn ise d glo ba l ly.

• 60 N Z a thl etes  co mpe te d in the A ust rali a U1 5/ 17  Stat e C ha mpi ons hip s  co ming  

ho m e with  mult iple  med als .
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No ne  o f  th is  wo uld  be po ss ible 

wit ho ut  su ppo r t f r om  ou r p artne rs ,  

spo nso rs ,  S po rt  NZ, NZO C, Tru st 

G ra nts,  a nd Hig h Per for ma nce Sp or t  

Ne w Ze aland  and o f  co ur se o ur  

v olu nteer s .

This  y ear ,  we ag ain secur ed  essen tia l 

h ig h p erf orma nce f un di ng  f r om  

HPS NZ to  supp or t  o ur  el i te fem ale 

athle te s.  I t’ s this  back ing that  he lps  

us de l ive r be tter  r esults  o n the  g lo bal  

s tage  a nd de ve lop  fu tu re  star s .  NZ 

Wat er  po lo  wa s the  o nly  te am spo r t in  

2024 t hat  re ce ive d an incr ease  in  HP 

fun ding  up 76 % to $ 150k pa.

We ’ve  a lso  ma de st rid es  in athlete 

wel lb eing . With HPSN Z su ppo r t,  we ’ve  

cr eated a n ew A thl ete  W ellb e ing  

Fram ework ,  en sur ing o ur  play er s  

ha ve access  to the m ental ,  p hys ical ,  

an d em ot io nal  supp or t  th ey n eed  t o  

t hr ive  –  bo th in spo r t an d in l i fe.

A thl ete  D ev el opmen t fu nd in g  ha s 

en able d us  to  de l iver  incr eased  

t ra ining  op po rtun itie s,  a nd cr eate 

co nt inual  y ear  on  yea r ag e gr o up 

pa th ways  that  bui ld s the  p ipel in e 

fee ding  Sen ior  Nat io nal  Team s.

And  f in al ly,  we  wa nt  to  ackno wled ge 

the in di vid ua l a th lete sch olars hi ps .  

The se gr ants  hav e ma de i t  po ss ib le 

fo r o ur  play er s to  b alance  u niv er sity  

s tudie s with their  hig h pe rfo rm ance  

g oals  –  a cr i tical  s tep fo r the futur e o f  

o ur  sp or t .

At  h om e, o ur  nat io nal  cham pio nship s,  

co mpe tit io ns , and  fe stiv als  are  eve r 

g ro wing  with  a l l  a vai lab le po o l  sp ace 

be ing  m ax imised .

• The  Suz uk i Na tion al  Leag ue  

co nt inue s as  a pla tfo rm  for  New 

Zea land’ s t o p do me st ic  ta lent  to  

shin e. F ro m  y o ung  play er s lo o king  

t o b re ak t hr ou gh t o  se ason ed 

v et er ans  –  this  leag ue is  o ur  

pr o vin g gr o und .

• O ur  Na tion al  Comp et ition s a nd  

Festiv al s at  al l  age  leve ls  a nd 

ab i l i tie s p ro vid ed v aluab le 

co mpe tit iv e ex per ien ce s  fo r  p laye rs  

acr oss  New Ze aland  wh er e can 

at hle te s e njo y and  hav e fun 

t hr ou gh  wa te r po lo .

• We  st r ive t o  g r ow at  gr assro o ts  

lev el  t hr ou gh  t he  eve r-po pu lar  

Fli pp a B al l pr o gr am me,  b rin gin g 

y ou nge r g ene ra tio ns  int o  t he  sp or t  

an d bui ld ing  a  lo v e for  wat er  p olo  

t hat  wi l l  last a l i fet ime .



Thr o ug h com pet it ion s , pathway s , and 

g rassr oo ts  in itia tiv es ,  we’r e e nsur ing  

that  water  p olo  r ema ins  st r on g fo r 

futur e g ene rat io ns .

No ne  o f  th is  h app ens witho ut  y o u. To  

o ur  staf f ,  coa ch es , athletes ,  o f f icia ls,  

spo nso rs ,   ad minist r ato r s ,  vo luntee rs ,  

an d ou r wid er  wa te r po lo  whāna u –  

th an k you .  Y o ur  h ar d wor k,  

de dicat ion , and  b el ief  in o ur  spo rt  

dr iv e us  for war d ev er y da y.

We  wo uld  l ike to e xtend  a sp ec ial  

than k yo u to the  N ZWP B oa rd  wh o 

ha ve d ug d eep  this  y ear ,  and  

chal le ng ed an d supp or ted the 

o rg anisat io n –  we ar e r eal ly  gr ateful  

to y ou  al l .  To the  m ana gem en t team  

in Jan , Pam, B lake,  Ee lco, Po l ly,  He nr y,  

Jha nna , He lena an d Tanish a yo ur  

r es i l ien ce  and h ard  wor k ha s n ot  bee n 

un no tice d th ank  y o u so m uch for  

ev er ythin g y ou  d o.
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Lo o king  ahea d to  2025 , we hav e big  

g oals .  We ’r e bui ld ing  o n this  ye ar ’s  

m om entum , pu sh ing  fo r  e ve n 

st ro ng er  per for m ances , m or e 

pa th ways  for  yo un g talen t,  an d 

g re ate r co mm unity  e ng age men t.

We  in vite y ou  a l l  to  stay  co nn ected, 

s tay inv o lved , and  stay  in spir ed. 

To ge th er ,  we wi l l  co nt inu e to g ro w 

water  po lo in  Ao tear oa .

Tha nk y ou , ng ā  m ihi  nu i,  an d see y ou  

al l  po o ls ide in 2025 .

A lex Howieson

Cha irp er so n

J an  Shearer

CEO
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BOARD 
GOVERNANCE 
STATEMENT
Di scl osure  of  G overna nce  Pra ctic es

The  dir ecto r s  a re  r esp on sib le for  the g ov er nan ce  of  the Ne w Zealan d Water  Po lo  

Assoc iat io n. This  sta te men t sets  ou t the  m ain p ract ices  that  wer e in o per at ion  

thr ou gh ou t the f ina ncial  ye ar. 

B oard  of D irectors 

The  bo ard  has  a bo ar d char te r wh ich  se ts  o ut  i ts  r ole  and r espo nsib i l i tie s.  A  

sum mar y  o f  th e ma ke -up  of  the bo ar d an d ho w it discha rg es  i ts  du tie s  a nd 

r espo nsibi l i t ies  fo l lows : 

• the n umb er  of  dir ector s  on  th e bo ar d sho uld be  no  fe wer  th an eig ht . 

• the co mp osit ion  of  the bo ar d is  deter m ined  a cco r ding  to  the ne eds  o f  the  

Assoc iat io n and  d ire cto r s ar e r ecr uited b ased o n their  ind ividu al  spec ial is t  sk i l ls  a s 

wel l  as  the b re adth o f the ir ba ck gr o und s an d ski l ls  and  exp er ience . Dive rs ity is  a 

ke y factor  in bo ar d com po sitio n.  

• the b oar d m eets  a min imum  of  f ive  tim es per  calen dar  ye ar,  in c ludin g a me et ing  

de dicated to  the  re view an d de velo pm en t o f  s t r ate gy . 

• the b oar d h as  e stab l ished  the  Fin ance an d Risk Co mm ittee  and the  Pe op le,  

Cultur e an d Co mm unity Co mm itte e. The  F in ance an d Risk Co mm ittee  is  a 

s t andin g Co mm ittee . The Peo ple ,  Cultur e and  Com mu nity Co mm ittee  was  

establ ish ed as  an ad -ho c  Com mit t ee t o  o v er se e t he de l ive ry  of  t he ar ea s o f  

the st ra te gy  r ele van t to  i t s  man date. 

• al l  r elev ant  info rm at ion  re latin g to i tem s to  be discu sse d at  a  m ee tin g o f the  

bo ar d is  re quir ed  to  be p ro vid ed b y the CEO  to  each  dir ecto r  pr ior  to  that  

m eet ing . 

• the b oar d,  i t s  indiv idu al  dir ecto r s  a nd the cha ir ar e sub ject  to  re gula r ev alua tio n. 

The  bo ard  co ns ists  o f  fou r ap po inted an d fou r ele cte d dir ector s .  The  CE O attend s al l  

bo ar d an d bo ar d Com mittee m eet ing s  exce pt  wh er e spe ci f ical ly  exe mp te d dur ing  

“ bo ard  on ly”  b oa rd  m ee tin g sess ion s . Detai ls  of  the  d ire cto r s ar e set  o ut  o n p age  8 . 
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Ea ch  yea r,  a sele ctio n pa nel  co mpr ised  o f  th e chair  o f the  b oa rd , an ind epe nde nt  

m emb er  and a m em ber  re pr esen tat iv e wer e r espo nsible  fo r  th e select ion  pr ocess .  

The  pr imar y r espo nsib i l i tie s o f  th e bo ar d inc lud e: 

• Establ ish ing the  lo ng -t er m st rat eg ic  go als  of  t he Ne w Ze aland  Wat er  Po lo  

Assoc iat io n and  e nsur ing  th e del iv er y o f  th e plan s  to  achiev e these g oa ls. 

• Rev iewin g and  ado pt ing  a n ann ual  bu dge t fo r the  fin ancial  pe rfo r man ce  of  the 

Ne w Ze aland  Water  Po lo  Asso cia tio n an d mo nito rin g r esults  mo nthly . 

• Man agin g str ateg ic  r isk by  ensu rin g that  th e New Ze aland  W ate r Po lo Assoc iat io n 

ha s im plem en te d ade quate sy stem s of  int er nal  co nt r ol  t og et he r wit h app ro pr iat e 

m on ito r ing o f  co m pliance  a ct iv itie s. 
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Alex 
Howieson

Fiona 
Oliver

Rachel 
Cade

Cecilia 
Lambie

Megan 
Thomson

Ruth Sio-
Lokam

Sam 
Saxton

Mike 
Bignall

Previous 
Governance 
Experience · · · · · · · ·
Water Polo · ·

Finance · · · · · · ·
Not-for-Profit 

Funding · · · ·
Strategy · · · · · · ·
Digital 

Technology · · · · · ·
Stakeholder 

Engagement · · · · · · ·
Digital 

Marketing ·
People & 
Culture · · · · ·
Legal · · ·



F r om  gr assro o ts  pr o gr ams in lo cal  F l ippa B al l  

lea gue s  to  ou r c lub s an d com pe tin g o n th e 

na tio nal  le vel ,  we  are  pr ou d to  see water  po lo  in  

Ne w Ze aland  co nt inu e to de ve lop . 

The  ti r ele ss  wo rk  of  o ur  co ache s,  v o luntee rs ,  an d 

c lub s h as  b een  instr um en tal  in  m akin g water  po lo  

access ible  a nd en joy able  fo r  eve ry o ne, r eg ar dless  

o f  a ge o r  sk i l l  le ve l .

Participation
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Open 
Men

Open 
Women

U19
Boys

U19
Girls

U12
Boys

U12
Girls Total

Atlantis City 1 10 39 99 15 21 185

Canterbury 23 12 72 43 6 4 160

Harbour City 12 4 17 37 11 7 88

Hawke’s Bay 15 1 43 35 20 10 124

Hibiscus Coast 1 0 9 0 3 1 14

Hutt 19 3 14 17 11 20 84

Manawatu 9 6 24 13 2 1 55

Marist 24 14 97 61 48 35 279

Marlborough 4 1 11 11 0 0 27

Mountfort Park 13 8 47 27 23 11 129

North Harbour 26 13 150 101 37 24 351

Otago 10 5 44 39 6 10 114

Rotorua 0 5 12 16 0 1 34

Sea Wolf 7 2 145 92 63 26 335

Southland 0 0 26 19 16 3 64

Tairāwhiti 8 2 0 0 0 0 10

Tauranga 14 6 72 52 34 24 202

Waikato 12 7 64 41 24 9 157

Waitakere 3 0 35 14 16 14 82

Overseas 
players 8 8 0 0 0 0 16

Total 209 107 921 717 335 221 2,510

10

Membership by club
Participation



Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Total 
Teams

Total 
Number of 

Participants

Atlantis City 40 38 38 36 152 1,520

Marist 18 24 24 14 80 800

North Harbour 56 65 0 0 121 1,210

Otago 30 0 0 36 66 660

Sea Wolf 34 33 35 33 135 1,350

Waitakere 12 0 7 5 24 240

Festival 18 0 0 0 18 180

Total 208 160 104 124 596 5,960
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Flippa Ball
Participation

Schools Boys Girls Total Teams
Total 

Number of 
Participants

North Island – 
Seniors 37 32 27 59 885

North Island – Juniors 34 20 19 39 585

South Island – 
Seniors 17 11 8 19 285

South Island – 
Juniors 16 8 10 18 270

National 48 36 31 67 1,005

Total 107 95 202 3,030

Secondary School



Referees
O ur  r efe re es  play  a  p ivo tal  ro le in e nsur ing  the  sm o oth o pe rat io n o f co mp et itio ns , 

up ho lding  th e integ rity  o f  th e spo rt ,  an d foster ing  a fa ir an d enjo y able e nvir o nm ent  

fo r al l  pa rt ic ipan ts .  This  sect ion  pr ov ides  a snap sho t o f  th e achiev em ents  mad e by  

o ur  ded ica te d re fer ees  o ver  the pa st  ye ar .  

Refereei ng  in  New Zeal an d

With an  in cre ase in ev ents ,  and  a sig nif icant  incr ease  in  te am en tr ies ,  the  

r equ ire me nts o f  ou r r efer ee s we re  the  high est  in  pr ev iou s m em or y.  Th is  g r ou p of  

wo nde rfu l  p eo ple stepp ed u p to  answe r the cal l ,  with so me  d oin g a v er y hig h 

nu mb er  o f  gam es o ver  the y ear .

Intern ati ona l Represen tati on a t World  A qu ati cs E vents

Du rin g 2024 we ha d f ive sep ar ate  Refer ees  r epr ese nt ing  N ew Zealan d at  

inter na tio nal  e ven ts .  We  ackno wled ge an d con gr atulate the  fo l lo wing fo r the ir 

sele ct io n and  th eir  h ar d wor k:  D ave  Cou per  (S en ior  Wo me n) , Cor ban  Hal l  (U16  

Wo me n) ,  Sam  Wyl ie  (U16  Men) ,  Michae l  B ro o ks  (U1 8 Me n)  a nd Ry an McEwen  (U18  

Wo me n) .  
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National
Competitions

F r om  Nat ion al  Cham pio nships  to r eg ion al  leag ues ,  the se ev ents  pr ov ide p laye rs  

with the o ppo r tu nity to r ep re se nt  th eir  c lu b and /o r  sch oo l  with pr ide in  the  po ol .  

We  r eco gn ise th e har d wo r k of  o ur  ath letes ,  coa ch es , team s, vo luntee rs ,  an d 

co mpe tit io n sta ff ,  wh o ha ve co ntrib uted to  the  su ccess  o f  th ese ev en ts  and  

pr o mo ted water  po lo acr o ss  the co untr y.

Competitions are the cornerstone of water polo in New 

Zealand, providing a platform for the growth of the sport.
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Suzuki National League

National Competitions

Joseph Fonte
S enio r  Co nt en t Cr eat o r

North Har bour Hammerheads

WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

Tauranga Men

Waikato Women Waikato Men

Women’s  –  Di vis ion  1
1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

T GS

Men’s –  Di vis ion  1

W omen’s  –  Di vis ion  2 Men’s –  Di vis ion  2

Nor th  Ha rb our  Ha mmer hea ds

M ar is t M a gic

At la nt is City

Br id get  L ay bu rn

T as ma  Wool ley

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

T GS

T au ra n ga

Nor th  Ha rb our  T ur t les

Hu tt  Hea t

Ba e Fou nt a in

Ca mp bell  Hulb ert

1s t

2n d

3r d

Wa ikat o

Ha rb our  Cit y

T au ra n ga

1s t

2n d

3r d

Wa ikat o

Ha rb our  Cit y

M ar is t
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U14 National Championships

National Competitions

Joseph Fonte
S enio r  Co nt en t Cr eat o r

North Harbour Maroon

WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

Mar ist  Red

Otago (Girl s) Otago (Boys)

G irls  –  Di vis ion  1 
1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

B oys –  Di vis ion  1

G irls  –  Di vis ion  2 B oys –  Di vis ion  2

Nor th  Ha rb our  M ar oon

Sea Wolf  Bl ac k

At la nt is City  Tr id en t s

Ros e Tin da ll

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

M ar is t Red

T au ra n ga

Wa ikat o

G ian ni  Gola

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

Ot a go

M ar is t B lue

Wa it aker e Gold

T ayl or St onela ke

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

Ot a go

Nor th  Ha rb our  Wh it e

Sea Wolf  Wh it e

Ror y Ha rr old
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U16 National Championships

National Competitions

Joseph Fonte
S enio r  Co nt en t Cr eat o r

Atlantis City Tridents

WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

Sea Wolf  Black

Te Arawa Pounamu Atlantis City Tridents

G irls  –  Di vis ion  1 
1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

B oys –  Di vis ion  1

G irls  –  Di vis ion  2 B oys –  Di vis ion  2

At la nt is City  Tr id en t s

Sea Wolf  Bl ac k

Nor th  Ha rb our  M ar oon

Henr iet ta  Ya r re ll -St ev en son

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

Sea Wolf  Bl ac k

M ar is t Red

Wa ikat o B lac k

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

T e Ara wa Pou na mu

At la nt is City  Whi te

M ar is t B lue

G reer  San der

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

At la nt is City  Tr id en t s

Nor th  Ha rb our  Wh it e

M an awa tu

Nikola s Selb y
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U18 National Championships

National Competitions

Joseph Fonte
S enio r  Co nt en t Cr eat o r

Sea Wolf  Black

WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

Mar ist  Red

Atl anti s City North Harbour White

G irls  –  Di vis ion  1 
1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

B oys –  Di vis ion  1

G irls  –  Di vis ion  2 B oys –  Di vis ion  2

Sea Wolf  Bl ac k

At la nt is City  Tr id en t s

M ar is t Red

E mis on St yr is

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

M ar is t Red

Wa ikat o

Nor th  Ha rb our  M ar oon

L ia m D odu ns ki

1s t

2n d

3r d

At la nt is City

Wa ikat o

Sea Wolf

1s t

2n d

3r d

Nor th  Ha rb our  Wh it e

T au ra n ga

M ar is t
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U21 National Championships

National Competitions

Joseph Fonte
S enio r  Co nt en t Cr eat o r

North Har bour

WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

Tauranga

Hawke’s  Bay  Roguettes Canterbur y

Women
1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

Men

Nor th  Ha rb our

Ca nt erb ur y

M ar is t

Da r cy Sp ar k

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

T au ra n ga

Wa ikat o

M ar is t

L ia m D odu ns ki
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Masters Championships
W omen
1s t Ha wke’ s B ay Rogu ett es

Men
1s t

2n d

3r d

Ca nt erb ur y

T air ā wh it i

Ha wke’ s B ay



U12 Festival of 
Olympic Hopefuls

National Competitions

The  annu al  F estiv al  o f O lym pic  Ho pefuls  tou rn ame nt  was  a gr eat  success ,  br ingin g 

tog ethe r y ou ng athle te s  a ged  12  y ear s  and  u nde r.  The tou rn ame nt  no t o nly  o f fer ed an  

o ppo r tu nity fo r chi ld re n to  ex per ien ce th e ex c ite me nt  o f  com pet it ive  wa te r po lo  but  

also  pr om oted  te amwo r k, disc ipl in e, and  sp or tsman ship am on g the p art ic ipan ts .  Th e 

en th usiasm an d talent  displa yed  by the se  yo ung  athletes  was  t ru ly inspir ing , 

ind icatin g a br ig ht  fu tu re  fo r  the  sp or t .

19

G irls
1s t

2n d

3r d

B oys

Nor th  Ha rb our  Sea hor ses

T au ra n ga  T yph oons

Sea Wolf  Hou nd s

1s t

2n d

3r d

Ha wke’ s B ay Su nfi sh

Ot a go

Nor th  Ha rb our  O ct opu s

Mix ed

1s t

2n d

3r d

Ha rb our  Cit y Ha wks

Nor th  Ha rb our  Fr ogs

Ha wke’ s B ay Ma nt a  Ray s



NZ Secondary School 
Championships

National Competitions

Joseph Fonte
S enio r  Co nt en t Cr eat o r

St  Cuthbert ’s  Premier

WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

Tauranga Boys Premier

Mar lborough Gir ls High School Sacred Heat  A2

G irls  –  Di vis ion  1 
1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

B oys –  Di vis ion  1

G irls  –  Di vis ion  2 B oys –  Di vis ion  2

St  Cut hb ert ’ s Pr emier

Ba r ad ene Pr emi er

Ra ngit oto Premier

Holly  Dun n

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

T au ra n ga  Boy s Pr emi er

Sa cr ed  Hea rt  Pr emier

Ha mi lton  Boy s High  School  Premier

J ax Ma rt in

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

M ar lb orou gh  G irl s High  School

St  Ma r ga r et s  College

Sa cr ed  Hea rt  Pr emier

Pop py Cl ar ke

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

Sa cr ed  Hea rt  A2

M t Al ber t G r ammar

Wes ter n Sp ri ngs

Henr y M oor e
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North Island Secondary 
School Championships

National Competitions

S enio r  Co nt en t Cr eat o r

WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

St  Cuthbert ’s  Premier Tauranga Boys Premier

G irls  –  Di vis ion  1 
1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

B oys –  Di vis ion  1

G irls  –  Di vis ion  2 B oys –  Di vis ion  2

St  Cut hb ert ’ s Pr emier

Ba r ad ene Pr emi er

Dioc esa n Pr emier

Bell a Kn ight

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

T au ra n ga  Boy s Pr emi er

Ha mi lton  Boy s High  School  Premier

Wes tla ke Boys  Pr emier

J ax Ma rt in

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

Kr ist in  Combin ed

Dioc esa n Sen ior B

M ar sd en G ir ls

I sla  J amies on

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

M oun t M a un ga nu i Coll ege

G lend owie Col lege

Aq uin as  College

G rif f i n Hu nt
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South Island Secondary 
School Championships
G irls  –  Di vis ion  1 
1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

M VG

B oys –  Di vis ion  1

St  Ma r ga r et ’ s Sen ior A

Villa  M ar ia  A

M ar lb orou gh  G irl s Coll ege

Ch ar lot te  Cou ghla n

Zoe Cr is p

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

M VG

St  Bede’ s Sen ior  A

Ch ris t chu r ch Boys  High Sch ool Seni or A

M ar lb orou gh  Boy s Coll eg e

L oga n  Roch ford

Sa m W hit e



North Island Year 9 & 10 Cup

National Competitions

Joseph Fonte
S enio r  Co nt en t Cr eat o r

WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

Villa Maria College Christchurch Boys High School A

G irls  –  Di vis ion  1 
1s t

2n d

3r d

B oys –  Di vis ion  1

Ra ngit oto College J u nior  G irl s

St  Cut hb ert ’ s Col lege A

Dioc esa n A

1s t

2n d

3r d

Sa cr ed  Hea rt  Red Ju nior s

Kin gs  College J un ior A

Ha mi lton  Boy s High  School  A

G irls  –  Di vis ion  2 B oys –  Di vis ion  2

1s t

2n d

3r d

St  Kent iger n  College Gir ls

St  Ma r y’s  College J un iors

M oun t Al ber t G r ammar  Sch ool J un ior  Gir ls

1s t

2n d

3r d

T aka pu na  Gr a mma r Sc hool Ju nior  B oys

Selwyn Col lege

St  Peter ’s  G old

South Island Year 9 & 10 Cup
G irls  –  Di vis ion  1 
1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

B oys –  Di vis ion  1

Villa  M ar ia  College

St  Hild a’ s Collegi at e  Sch ool

J ames Har ges t  College

Ad dis on Y oun gma n-M ar k

1s t

2n d

3r d

M VP

Ch ris t chu r ch Boys  High Sch ool A

Ch ris t  College

Shi rley Boys  High Sch ool /  Roll es t on 

College Combin ed

J ona h Teokah i

Mix ed  –  Di vis ion  2

1s t

2n d

3r d

Wh an g ap ar ā oa / King swa y

St  Joh n’ s  Colleg e / Sa cr ed Hea r t Gir ls  Colleg e

Bet hl eh em College
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North Island
Year 7 & 8 Festival

National Competitions

WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

G irls
1s t

2n d

3r d

B oys

Sa cr ed  Hea rt  Sha r ks

Kin g’ s  Bla ck

Remuer a Red

1s t

2n d

3r d

G len E den  Gla d iat or s

St  Th oma s ’ T su na mi

Sa cr ed  Hea rt  Dolp hi ns

Mix ed

1s t

2n d

3r d

Kowha i Kil ler W ha les

Kin g’ s  Ma r oon

St  Heliers  M ar oon

Tim Sonderer Memorial
G irls
1s t

2n d

3r d

B oys

M ur ra y’ s Ba y 8A1

Kin g’ s  Bla ck

Remuer a Red

1s t

2n d

3r d

Wa ir ar a pa  Cob ha m

M ur ra y’ s Ba y 7 A1

St  Th oma s ’ T su na mi

Mix ed

1s t

2n d

3r d

L ist on

Kowha i Kil ler W ha les

Ros min i Wh it e

Winter Festival
G irls
1s t

2n d

3r d

B oys

M ur ra y’ s Ba y 8A1

Sa cr ed  Hea rt  Sha r ks

Kr ist in  A

1s t

2n d

3r d

Au cklan d Norma l Ta n iwh a

Sa cr ed  Hea rt  Dolp hi ns

St  Th oma s ’ T su na mi

Mix ed

1s t

2n d

3r d

Sa cr ed  Hea rt  Sna p per s

Roya l O ak Roya ls

Kowha i Kil ler W ha les



The  NZWP Pe rfo r man ce  Pr o gr am me co nt inue s  

to g ro w, de ve lop  a nd pr o gr ess ,  with 

ap pr ox imately  150 athletes  t rain ing  a nd 

co mpe tin g acr oss  a nu mbe r o f  sq uad s:  m en , 

wo me n and  a ge g ro up s . 

NZWP sen t 13  team s o ve rse as  to  mult iple  

inter na tio nal  e ven ts  in 2024, in clu ding  th e 

Wo r ld Aquat ics  U1 6 Wo rld  Cham pio nships  fo r 

the f i r s t t ime . Con gr atulat ion s  to  al l  th ose that  

wer e sele c te d to  NZWP r epr esen ta tiv e 

t ra vel l in g team s. 

Performance
& Athlete 
Development
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2024 World Aquatics 
Championships

New Zealand Representative Teams

Team

Je ssi ca Mil ic ich  (C)

Emi ly  Nic hols on  ( VC)

Be rn ade tte  Doyl e

G ab rie ll e Doyle

Isa be ll e Jack son

El iz ab eth  G au lt

Kai tli n Howarth

G ab rie ll e Mil ic ich

Morga n McDowall

Emme rson  Houg ht on

Kati e Mc Ken ty

G ab by Ma cDona ld

Kate  H en de rson

Br id ge t La ybur n

An gi e Wi nst anl ey -S mith

Meg an  Th omson

S imon  Br ee n

Ba rba ra Ken dal l

Poll y  Powri e

The  Wom en ’s  t ea m t eam  o bt ain ed 

t heir  b es t ever res ul t in  th e m odern 

era  at  a  Wo r ld Aquat ics  

Cha mpio nsh ips ,  p lac ing  9th  overal l  

an d com ing  v er y c lo se to  qu al i fying  

fo r t he O lym pic  Ga mes ( 2  g o al  loss  to  

Can ada) .  Mo rg an McDo wel l  was  t he 

hig he st  go al  scor er  at  th e ev ent  –  also  

a f i r st  for  a New Ze aland  p laye r.  

Ca pta in

V ice  Ca pt ai n

He ad  Coa ch

Assi sta nt Coach

S ports  Th era pi st

Pe rforma nce  Coa ch

Man ag er



2024 World Aquatics U18 
Water Polo Championships

New Zealand Representative Teams

Women’s Team

Mad i Se arl e

Zoe  Cri sp

Be ll a Kni gh t

Bi an ca Pen ni ng ton

El li e Mil la rd

Emi son S tyris

Hol ly  D unn

Kati e Marsh al l

G ab rie ll e Doyle

Ab by W e lsh

Ta ll ula h Gol dsworth y

Ta yl or F i sh er

Ba il ee  S win de ll s

Ri aan  B ryant

An gi e Wi nst anl ey -S mith

Fac und o Pol ica rpo

Rac hae l Rose t

S imon  Br ee n

Non-tra vel li ng  

re ser ve s:

Ol iv i a Sh in e

Ch arl ot te Cough la n

Lu cy G il le ece

Li a Davi d

He ad  Coa ch

Assi sta nt Coach

Assi sta nt Coach

S ports  Th era pi st

Men’s Team

Al ista r Roge rs

Cody Hen ry

Cole  S ch mid t

Conor Crosb ie

G en e Bag gott

Isa ac Sch ul er

Josh  An de rson

Li am Dod uns ki

Math ew Mih al je v ich

Ol ive r S chn au er

Rowan  El lye tt

S amue l Kei gh tl ey

Za ch Marti n

Ha mish  B ook er

Da vor Car ev ic

Mic he ll e Sch ul er

Non-tra vel li ng  

re ser ve s:

Bl ai se van  He erd en

Mason  S te wa rt

Max  D ude r

He ad  Coa ch

Assi sta nt Coach

Te am Man ag er

26

Result: 8th Result: 12th



2024 World Aquatics U16 
Water Polo Championships

New Zealand Representative Teams

Women’s Team

Ch arl ie  S awde n

Emi ly  Lydon

Er in  V ea l

G emma  O’B rie n

Isa be ll a L amb ie

Isa be ll a N ee dh am

Je mma McKin le y

Ol iv i a Patte rson

S ash a Tin da ll

S oph ie  W al ter

S oph ie  Ye oma n

V en eti a Hic ke y

V iol et Smi th

Zoe  Kni gh t

G ab ryel  Ol oap u

Meg an  Th omson

Ch arl ot te Wort h

Ja ne t Ma sin a

Non-tra vel li ng  

re ser ve s:

Emma  Ne ed ha m

Da ni ca Phi ll ip s

He ad  Coa ch

Assi sta nt Coach

Assi sta nt Coach

Te am Man ag er

Men’s Team

Ai dan  W at ers

Bl ai se van  He erd en

Cayd en  d e Gr aaf

Ch arl ie  S hi vnan

Cole  S ch mid t

G eorg e McGu in ne ss

Ja cob Kei gh tl ey

La chi e Cas el ey

La chl an  S chn au er

Le vi F itz ge ral d

Lou is McFarl an e

Mac Carve r

Max  Ma ya ll

S ab asti an  Du nn

Za vi er  Tu hur u

Rah it i Te okotai -W hi te

Ti m Ch amb ers

Ja mes Ross

Ja n Sh ea rer

Non-tra vel li ng  

re ser ve s:

Be n Ed ward s

Rup er t G la etz er

Ed ward  W es cott

He ad  Coa ch

Assi sta nt Coach

Te am Man ag er

Te am Le ad er

Result: 21st Result: 25th
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U18  Men ’s Sq ua d T our

Ba rce lon a, Sp ain

In  pr epar at io n for  th e U 18  Men’s  Wo r ld Cham pio nship , som e Sq uad  m em ber s  

t ra vel le d t o Ba rcelo na  in  Ap ri l  t o  p re par e an d com pe te  a gain st  t eam s f r om  th e 

r eg ion .

A l is ta r Ro ge rs

Co no r Cr o sb ie

Jo sh Ande rso n

Mat he w Miha l jevich

Ro wan El ly et t

He ad Co ach

Man ag er

U18  W omen’s Sq ua d T our

Can ber r a, Aust ra l ia

In  pr epar at io n for  th e U18  Wom en ’s  W or ld Cha mpi on sh ip, so me squ ad m emb er s  

t ra vel le d t o Can ber r a in June  to  pr epa re  a nd co mp et e aga inst t eam s fr o m t he 

r eg ion .

A bb y Welsh

Bia nca Penn ingt o n

Em ison  S ty ris

K at ie Mar shal l

Mad i  S ear le

Tal lu lah G old swo r th y

He ad Co ach

Ass ist an t Co ach

New Zealand Development Teams

Bla ise  van  H eer de n

G ene  Bag go tt

Liam  Do du nski

Max  Dud er

S amu el  K eig ht ley

Ham ish Bo o ker

Miche l le Schu ler

Ba i lee S winde l ls

Cha rlo t te  Co ug hlan

G abr iel le  D oy le

Lia D avid

O l ivia S hine

Tay lor  F isher

Ang ie Winstanle y-S mith

F acun do  Po l icar po

Co dy  H enr y

Isaa c S chule r

Maso n Stewa rt

O l iver  S ch nau er

Be l la K nigh t

El l ie  Mi l lard

Ho l ly D unn

Lu cy  G i l leece

Riaan  Br yan t

Zo e Cr isp  Hug hes
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Men’s 17 &U Au stra lia n Nati ona l Sta te  Cha mp ion sh ips

G old  Coa st ,  Aust ra l ia

Re su lt:  4 th Pl ace

Bla ke Wo o ds

Isaa c Ance l l

Lo ga n G i l lban ks

Ri ley  Halst ead

Be njam in Lo we

No n-t ra ve l l ing r eser v es :

He ad Co ach

A ss ist an t Co ach

Tea m Man ag er

W omen’s  17 &U Au stra li an  Nat iona l Sta te  Ch amp ion sh ip s

G old  Coa st ,  Aust ra l ia

Resu lt:  3 rd Pl ace

A nn abel le  Im lah

Ho l ly Br ickle bank

Lu cy  G i l leece

Pipp a S ou th co m be

S te vi  Co op er

No n-t ra ve l l ing r eser v es :

He ad Co ach:

Ass ist an t Co ach:

Tea m Man ag er :

New Zealand Development Teams

Co op er  Eve re tt

Jam ie Du ran t

Lu ca  W il l iams

Rup er t F laetze r

G ri f f in Hu nt

Lo uie  Ro be rts

Tim  Ch amb er s

Jo sh Po tak a

Jam es Ross

Ano uk  O ’Mal le y-Cain

K eir a Ev ans

Mia K el l ih er

S ia O kach

Cait l in F o ote

Macy  Ma ho ney -S tu d

Jo rd an Mi l ich-Mis ikin i

Han nah  Ng ar e

Jo  Mi l ich -Mis ikin i

Har r y Ir win

Jett  Eva ns

Paul  S ko e

S co tt K ea y

Jar ed  F r ee man

Riel ly  Er ikso n

Da nica Phi l l ips

Le ni  Web ster

Paig e El l is

S op hie O ’Lear y

Jen nifer  Chiso lm
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Men’s 15&U A us tral ia n Na tion al  Stat e C ha mpi ons hi ps

G old  Coa st ,  Aust ra l ia

Re su lt:  1 st Pl ace

Aust in Ro per

Le wis May o

Nat ha niel  C lar ke

Tho m as McLe an

No n-t ra ve l l ing r eser v es :

He ad Co ach

Ass ist an t Co ach

Man age r

W omen’s  15 &U Au stra lia n N ati ona l Sta te Cha mp ion shi ps  Resu lt:  3 rd Pl ace

G old  Coa st ,  Aust ra l ia

Re su lt:  3 rd Pl ace

Br idg et  Miha l jevich

Em ily Ar me s

G ra inne  A it ke n

K o ko  W on g

Rub y Be ch

No n-t ra ve l l ing r eser v es :

He ad Co ach

A ss ist an t Co ach

Man ag er

New Zealand Development Teams

He nr y Mo or e

Lu ca  G eo r ge

Ri ley  Swin del ls

Tr oy  Hanse n

F inn  Cr awfo rd

F i l ip Mar t in

Rah iti  Teo ko t ai-Wh ite

Lach ie Gr i f f i th s

Jam es Ross

Cha rlo t te  Man ks

Em ily Ro pe

He nr iet ta Yar re l l-S te ven son

May a McLay

Abb ey McCo rm ack -Y o ung

Po ppy  Clark e

Meg an Th om son

Br idg et  Lay bu rn

Jha nna  S avo v

Hu go  Do uga l l

Max  Nor wel l

Tho m as F e aro n

Zach G lee so n

Jo nty Le  Ro ux

To by  McF ar lane

Chlo e S and or

G ra ce  van  d er  Ei jk

In dia S ch ole s

Mo lly O ’Too le

Add iso n Y o ung ma n-Mar k
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NSW  Sup er Leag ue  –  Men

S ydn ey , Au str al ia

Re su lt:  7 th Pl ace

Rou nd  1

Ciar an Ro se

Ham ish Bo o ker

Jax  Mart in

Mo e G ath

Pat rick  O ’Ne i l l

S ean B ry ant

He ad Co ach

Ass ist an t Co ach

Rou nd  2

Cam pbe l l  Hulbe rt

Jac k Jo ne s

Jo sef  Schu ler

S am Jo nes

Wil l iam  Mur phy

He ad Co ach

A ss ist an t Co ach

New Zealand Development Teams

Eli ja h Sin gleto n

Jack Jo ne s

Jo sef  Schu ler

Nicho las  Har for d

S am Jo nes

To m Patte n

Ee lco U r i

Da vo r Car ev ic

El i ja h Sin gleto n

Jaco b Clem ents

Mo e G ath

S am O ’Nei l l

Lach ie Gr i f f i th s

Ne mo  Rad jen 

F in Per r y

Jaco b Clem ents

K ee gan  Wicke n

O liver  S ch nau er

S am O ’Nei l l

Ham ish Bo o ker

Jax  Mart in

Patrick  O ’Ne i l l

To m Patte n
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Other Information 
The Directors are responsible for the other information. The other information obtained at the 
date of this auditor’s report is information contained in the annual report but does not include the 
consolidated financial statements and our auditor’s report thereon.  

Our opinion on the consolidated financial statements does not cover the other information and we 
do not express any form of audit opinion or assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the consolidated financial statements, our responsibility is to read 
the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially 
inconsistent with the consolidated financial statements, or our knowledge obtained in the audit or 
otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If, based on the work we have performed, we 
conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report 
that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard. 

Responsibilities of the Directors for the Consolidated Financial Statements 
The Directors are responsible on behalf of the group for: 

• The preparation, and fair presentation of the consolidated financial statements in 
accordance with the applicable financial reporting framework;

• The selection of elements/aspects of service performance, performance measures and/or 
descriptions and measurement bases or evaluation methods that present service 
performance information that is appropriate and meaningful in accordance with the 
applicable financial reporting framework;

• The preparation and fair presentation of service performance information in accordance 
with the group’s measurement bases or evaluation methods, in accordance with the 
applicable financial reporting framework;

• The overall presentation, structure and content of the service performance information in 
accordance with the applicable financial reporting framework; and

• Such internal control as the Directors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of 
consolidated financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due 
to fraud or error. 

In preparing the consolidated financial statements, the Directors are responsible for assessing the 
group’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going 
concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the Directors either intend to 
liquidate the group or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Consolidated Financial Statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the consolidated financial 
statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to 
issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of 
assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs (NZ) and NZ 
AS 1 (Revised) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise 
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate or collectively, 
they could reasonably be expected to influence the decisions of users taken on the basis of these 
consolidated financial statements. 
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A further description of the auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the consolidated financial 
statements is located at the XRB’s website at https://www.xrb.govt.nz/standards/assurance-
standards/auditors-responsibilities/audit-report-13-1/. This description forms part of our auditor’s 
report. 

Restriction on use of our Report
This report is made solely to the members, as a body. Our audit work has been undertaken so 
that we might state to the members, as a body, those matters which we are required to state to 
them in our audit report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do 
not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the members, as a body, for our audit 
work, for this report or for the opinion we have formed.  

Nexia Audit Christchurch
28 February 2025 
Christchurch 



WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

STATEMENT
OF SERVICE & 
PERFORMANCE

35

OL
Stamp - Nexia Audit

OL



WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

36

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF SERVICE PERFORMANCE continued 
 
Consolidated Statement of Service Performance 
For the 12-month period ended 31 December 2024 

 
Measures for Success: 
 
Club Participation Numbers 

 
  Men   Women   

   2023  2024 2023  2024 
Open   228   206 129  105 
Under 19   898  924 728  719 
Under 12   306  335 189  221 

Total   1,432  1,465 1,046 1,045 
 
New Zealand Water Polo supports and/or runs events throughout the year for its members that range from  
Flippa Ball for young players, through to senior level competitions. 
 
 

World Aquatics (Formally FINA) Event Rankings 
 

   2023 2024 
 Men   Women   Men   Women   

Under 16 - - 25th 21st 
18 & Under No Event No Event 12th  8th 

20 & Under 17th 8th  No Event No Event 
Senior   No Event  11th No Event 9th 

 
In 2022 New Zealand Water Polo implemented a formal selection process for New Zealand Water Polo 
national squads and teams. The selection policies relating to this process can be found here: 
https://nzwaterpolo.org.nz/selection-documents 
 
 

1.    Sport: Create accessible opportunities 
Create opportunities for participation that are evidenced based and have a strong value proposition. 

3.    Engagement 
Communicate and collaborate effectively to inform and inspire stakeholders 
 

2.    Performance: Produce sustained international success. 
Produce champion athletes who succeed at age-group and full international tournaments. 
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New Zealand Water Polo has taken several steps to inform and collaborate with our stakeholders: 
• Sent regular newsletters with key updates 
• Posted articles to the website and social media 
• Held meetings with Club Chairs to discuss important matters 
• Worked on the “One Sport” initiative to strengthen the sport 
• Collected feedback through post-competition surveys 

These efforts help us stay connected, improve our events and support our community. 
 
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF SERVICE PERFORMANCE continued 
 
Consolidated Statement of Service Performance 
For the 12-month period ended 31 December 2024 
 

 
Number of Athletes in Athlete Pathway 
 

 2023  2024 
  Men  Women  Men  Women  
Under 16 44 54  47 32 

Under 18 42 32  30 44 

Under 20 35 33  22 30 

Senior  39 27  47 20 

Total  160 146 146 126 

 
New Zealand Water Polo has a structured development pathway for athletes that provides for their 
development from school activities, through to club and ultimately participation in NZWP national squads. 
Further information on this can be found here https://nzwaterpolo.org.nz/athlete-pathway 

4.    Athlete Development 
Create a clear and transparent athlete pathway 
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF SERVICE PERFORMANCE continued 
 
Consolidated Statement of Service Performance 
For the 12-month period ended 31 December 2024 
 
Where the money came from? 
 

 
 
 
Where was the money spent?  
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CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

For the 12 month period ended 31 December 2024

Dec-24 Dec-23
$ $

TOTAL REVENUE 3,023,003        2,748,273        

NET REVENUE CENTRES SURPLUS 300,719           248,203           

NET SERVICE CENTRES DEFICIT (181,719) (205,720)

TOTAL SURPLUS FOR THE PERIOD 119,000 42,483

REPRESENTED BY:

REVENUE CENTRES

Competition
    Income 870,743 791,746
    Expenses (604,054) (585,502)

Competition Surplus 266,689           206,244           

Flippa Ball
    Income 41,758 43,208
    Expenses (7,728) (1,249)

Flippa Ball Surplus 34,030             41,959             

NET REVENUE CENTRES SURPLUS 300,719           248,203           

SERVICE CENTRES

Development
    Income 39,700             2,750
    Expenses (45,216)           (2,463)

Development Surplus (5,516)             287

Athlete Development Programme
     Income 1,305,179        1,087,570
    Expenses (1,317,708)      (1,185,096)

Athlete development Programme Deficit (12,529)           (97,526)

High Performance Teams
     Income 167,179           320,257
    Expenses (206,050)         (363,259)

High Performance Deficit (38,871)           (43,002)

Human Resources
    Income - -
    Expenses (607,215)         (510,773)

Human Resources Deficit (607,215)         (510,773)

Administration
    Income 598,477           502,742
    Expenses (116,065)         (56,181)

Administration Surplus 482,412           446,561

The Foundation – High Performance 0 (1,267)

NET SERVICE CENTRES DEFICIT (181,719)         (205,720)

Consolidated Statement of Comprehensive Revenue and Expense

NZWPA
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Consolidated Statement of Movements in Equity 
For the 12 month period ended 31 December 2024

$ $
Opening Accumulated Funds 460,928 418,445
Total comprehensive revenue for the period 119,000 42,483

Closing Accumulated Funds 579,928 460,928

Accepted for and signed on behalf of New Zealand Water Polo Association Incorporated

................................................................................................. Dated: 28 Februay 2025
Alex Howieson

................................................................................................. Dated: 28 February 2025
Mike Bignell

NZWPA
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Consolidated Statement of Movements in Equity 
For the 12 month period ended 31 December 2024

$ $
Opening Accumulated Funds 460,928 418,445
Total comprehensive revenue for the period 119,000 42,483

Closing Accumulated Funds 579,928 460,928

Accepted for and signed on behalf of New Zealand Water Polo Association Incorporated

................................................................................................. Dated: 28 Februay 2025
Alex Howieson

................................................................................................. Dated: 28 February 2025
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NZWPA
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CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
As at 31 December 2024

Notes
Dec-24 Dec-23

$ $ $

Assets

Current Assets
Bank Accounts Operations 468,594 348,790
Cash and Cash Equivalents 468,594 348,790
Term Deposits 131,633 168,490

Short Term Investments 131,633 168,490
Stock on hand 26,043 23,765
Debtors 56,071 18,486
Less : Doubtful Debt Provision (2,768) (921)
Net Debtors 79,346 17,565
GST Due 7,035 6,968
Prepayments & Accrued Income N5 29,518 76,885

Total Current Assets 716,126 635,495

Non-Current Assets
Investments 43,789 0

Property, Plant and Equipment N8 4,371 4,618

Total Assets 764,286 640,113

Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accrued Expenses N7 58,781 31,219
Creditors 48,491 90,174
Fees Received in Advance N6 30,959 -
Geoff Knights Trust Fund 3,518 3,518
Referees Fines Fund 4,149 4,149
Grants Received in Advance N4 38,459 57,093

Total Current Liabilities 184,357 186,153

Total Liabilities 184,357 186,153

Total Net Assets 579,929 453,960

Represented By: 
Accumulated Funds 460,928 418,445
Total Surplus / (Deficit) for the year 119,000 42,483

579,928 460,928

NZWPA
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Consolidated Statement of Cash Flows and Other Operating Activities
For the 12 month period ended 31 December 2024

Dec-24 Dec-23
$ $

Cash received from customers and players 2,331,672        2,076,039        
Cash received from grants 642,318           693,482           
Cash paid to suppliers and employees (2,871,072) (2,824,075)
Other operatingactivities - 3,518

Net cash flows from operating activities 102,918           51,036

Interest received 25,600             14,623             
Acquisition of property, plant and equipment (1,782) (1,564)
Proceeds from property, plant and equipment - -                  
Investment in Term Deposits (6,932) (1,615)

Net cash flows from investing activities 16,886             11,444             

Net increase/decrease in cash and cash equivalents 119,804 39,592             
Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the financial year 348,790 388,382           

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the financial year 468,594 348,789           

Cash and cash equivalents comprises of:
Bank Accounts Operations 468,594 348,789

Total cash and cash equivalents 468,594 348,789           

NZWPA 
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Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements

For the 12 month period ended 31 December 2024

1. Statement of Accounting Policies

 A)   i) Entity Reporting

ii) Presentation Currency 

iii) Basis of consolidation 

Controlled Entities 

There have been no changes in accounting policies during the financial year (last year - nil).

B)    Measurement Base 

C)    Specific Accounting Policies 

Accounts Receivable 

Valuation of Inventories 

The consolidated financial statements are presented in New Zealand dollars and have been rounded to the nearest dollar, except when 
otherwise indicated. 

Business combinations are accounted for using the acquisition method as at the acquisition date, which is the date on which control is 
transferred to the Group. Control is the power to govern the financial and operating policies of an entity so as to obtain benefits from its 
activities. In assessing control, the Group takes into account potential voting rights that currently are exercisable. 

Controlled entities are those entities controlled, directly or indirectly, by the Society. The financial statements of controlled entities are 
included in the financial statements using the purchase method of consolidation. 

iv) Changes to Accounting Policies

The measurement system adopted is that of historical cost. 

The following specific accounting policies, which materially affect the measurement of consolidated financial results and consolidated 
financial position, have been adopted in the preparation of the consolidated financial statements. 

Accounts receivable are recognised and carried at original invoice amount less any allowance for any uncollectable amounts. Individually 
impaired accounts receivable relates to debtors for whom there is objective evidence of inability to pay. Accounts receivable are financial 
assets measured at amortised cost.

Inventories are stated at the lower of cost and net realisable value after making due allowance for damaged and obsolete stock. 

New Zealand Water Polo Association Inc. is an Incorporated Society registered under the Incorporated Societies Act 1908 and a registered 
Charity under the Charities Act 2005. These consolidated financial statements comprise the society and its controlled entity, the New 
Zealand Water Polo Foundation (together - the Group). The Society established the New Zealand Water Polo Foundation under the 
Charitable Trusts Act 1957 on the 25 September 2014. The objective of the foundation is to support sporting or charitable purposes and in 
particular, through education, coaching grants and the development of facilities, to encourage the participation of youth in NZ in the sport of 
water polo. 

For the purposes of financial reporting, the Group is a public benefit entity (not-for-profit). 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with New Zealand Generally Accepted Accounting Practice (“NZ GAAP”). 

For the purposes of financial reporting, they comply with PBE Accounting Standards Not-For-Profit and Tier 2 reduced disclosure 
concessions have been applied. 

The Group has elected to report in accordance with PBE Accounting Standards Not-For-Profit Tier 2 and is eligible to report under those 
standards on the basis that it does not have public accountability and has total annual expenses of less than $33 million. 

The statement of cash flows has been prepared using the direct method. The financial statements are prepared on an accrual basis. The 
consolidated financial statements are prepared on a going concern basis.
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Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements Cont.

For the 12 month period ended 31 December 2024

Goods & Services Tax 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Employee benefits 

i. Recognition and initial measurement
Receivables are initially recognised when they are originated. All other financial assets and financial liabilities are initially recognised when 
the Group becomes a party to the contractual provisions of the instrument.

A financial asset or financial liability is initially measured at fair value plus transaction costs that are directly attributable to its acquisition or 
issue. At initial recognition, an entity may measure short-term receivables and payables at the original invoice amount if the effect of 
discounting is immaterial.

ii. Classification and subsequent measurement

Financial assets
On initial recognition, a financial asset is classified as measured at: amortised cost; fair value through other comprehensive revenue and 
expense (FVOCRE) – debt investment and equity investment; or fair value through surplus or deficit (FVTSD).

Financial assets are not reclassified subsequent to their initial recognition unless the Group changes its management model for managing 
financial assets, in which case all affected financial assets are reclassified on the first day of the first reporting period following the change 
in the management model.

A financial asset is measured at amortised cost if it meets both of the following conditions and is not designated as at FVTSD:
• it is held within a management model whose objective is to hold assets to collect contractual cash flows; and
• its contractual terms give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely payments of principal and interest on the principal amount 
outstanding.

All of the Group's financial assets are financial assets at amortised cost, and consist of cash and cash equivalents, term deposits, and 
debtors. These assets are subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method. The amortised cost is reduced 
by impairment losses. Interest income, foreign exchange gains and losses and impairment are recognised in surplus or deficit. Any gain 
or loss on derecognition is recognised in surplus or deficit.

Financial liabilities
Financial liabilities are classified as measured at amortised cost or FVTSD. A financial liability is classified as at FVTSD if it is classified 
as held-for-trading, it is a derivative or it is designated as such on initial recognition.

Financial liabilities at FVTSD are measured at fair value and net gains and losses, including any interest expense, are recognised in 
surplus or deficit. Other financial liabilities are subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method. Interest 
expense and foreign exchange gains and losses are recognised in surplus or deficit. Any gain or loss on derecognition is also recognised 
in surplus of deficit.

All of the Company's financial liabilities are measured at amortised cost and consist of creditors.

iii. Derecognition

Financial assets
The Group derecognises a financial asset when the contractual rights to the cash flows from the financial asset expire, or it transfers the 
rights to receive the contractual cash flows in a transaction in which substantially all of the risks and rewards of ownership of the financial 
asset are transferred or in which the Group neither transfers nor retains substantially all of the risks and rewards of ownership and it does 
not retain control of the financial asset.

Financial instruments - accounting policy 

All amounts are shown exclusive of GST, with the exception of accounts receivable and accounts payable which are shown inclusive of 
GST. 

Cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand, deposits held at call with financial institutions, other short-term, highly liquid 
investments with original maturities of three months or less that are readily convertible to known amounts of cash which are subject to an 
insignificant risk of changes in value, and bank overdrafts. Term deposits with an original maturity of more than three months do not form 
part of the cash and cash equivalents and are recorded separately in the statement of financial position.  

Short term employee benefit liabilities are recognised where the group has a legal or constructive obligation to remunerate employees for 
services provided and that are expected to be settled wholly before 12 months after the reporting date. Short-term employee benefits are 
measured on an undiscounted basis and expensed in the period in which the services are provided. 

Defined contribution plans are post-employment benefit plans under which an entity pays fixed contributions into a separate entity and will 
have no legal or constructive obligation to pay further amounts. Obligations for contributions to defined contribution pension plans are 
recognised as an employee benefit expense in surplus or deficit in the periods during which services are rendered by employees. 
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Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements Cont.
For the 12 month period ended 31 December 2024

D)    Comparatives 

E)    Use of estimates and judgements 

2.   Taxation 

3.   Expenses Included in Surplus

Dec-24 Dec-23
$ $

Bad & Doubtful Debts 2,768               921                  
Depreciation 2,029               2,478               
Defined Contribution Plan Expense (Kiwisaver) 13,938             7,320               
Employee Benefit Expenses (Salaries) 465,782           303,021           

Financial liabilities
The Group derecognises a financial liability when its contractual obligations are discharged or cancelled or expire. The Group also 
derecognises a financial liability when its terms are modified and the cash flows of the modified liability are substantially different, in which 
case a new financial liability based on the modified terms is recognised at fair value.

On derecognition of a financial liability, the difference between the carrying amount extinguished and the consideration paid (including any 
non-cash assets transferred or liabilities assumed) is recognised in surplus or deficit. 

iv. Offsetting
Financial assets and financial liabilities are offset, and the net amount presented in the statement of financial position when, and only 
when, the Group currently has a legally enforceable right to set off the amounts and it intends either to settle them on a net basis or to 
realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.

v. Impairment of non-derivative financial assets
The Group recognises loss allowances for expected credit losses (ECLs) on financial assets measured at amortised cost.

Loss allowances for trade receivables are always measured at an amount equal to lifetime ECLs. When determining whether the credit 
risk of a financial asset has increased significantly since initial recognition and when estimating ECLs, the Group considers reasonable 
and supportable information that is relevant and available without undue cost or effort. This includes both quantitative and qualitative 
information and analysis, based on the Group’s historical experience and informed credit assessment and including forward-looking 
information. The Group assumes that the credit risk on a financial asset has increased significantly if it is more than 30 days past due.

The Group considers a financial asset to be in default when:
• the borrower is unlikely to pay its credit obligations to the Group in full, without recourse by the Group to actions such as realising 
security (if any is held); or
• the financial asset is more than 90 days past due.

The current period consolidated financial statements of the Group are for the twelve months ended 31 December 2024. The comparative 
figures are for the 12 months ended 31 December 2023. Certain prior year balances have been reclassified to ensure consistency with 
current year’s presentation. 

The preparation of the consolidated financial statements in conformity with PBE Accounting Standards Tier 2 requires management to 
make judgements, estimates and assumptions that affect the application of accounting policies and the reported amounts of assets, 
liabilities, income and expenses. Actual results may differ from these estimates. 

Estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting estimates are recognised in the period 
in which the estimates are revised and in any future periods affected. There are no significant judgements or estimates made in the 
preparation of these financial statements. 

Judgements in relation to the consolidated statement of service performance
In compiling the Group’s Statement of Service Performance report, Management has made judgements in relation to which outcomes and 
outputs best reflect the achievement of our performance in accordance with the Group’s purpose.

The Group's purpose, values, and key focus areas are based on its founding documents and strategic plan. The measures chosen for 
each focus area are considered to be the most important driver of success for that area, and have been approved by the Board.

There is very little judgement or estimation required for each measure that has been disclosed. Club participation numbers are based on 
data provided by each club.

The Group is exempt from income tax under Income Tax Act 2007 on income earned for charitable purposes in New Zealand. 

NZWPA
The total surplus for the period includes the folowing significant expenses
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Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements Cont.
For the 12 month period ended 31 December 2024

4. Revenue

Revenue - Accounting policy

Revenue from exchange transactions

Revenue from non-exchange transactions

Sponsorship 

Grants and Donations 

Donor Institution Dec-24 Dec-23
$ $

Asia New Zealand Foundation - 6,300               
Constellation Community Trust 8,000               17,000             
World Aquatics (FINA) 70,914             43,870             
Four Winds Foundation 55,000             50,000             
Grassroots Trust 10,000             20,000             
High Performance Sport New Zealand 226,133           230,066           
Lion Foundation 8,000               10,000             
North & South Trust 13,000             3,354               
NZ Community Trust 60,000             63,000             
NZ Olympic Committee 20,507             13,074             
Oceania Aquatics - 1,193               
Pelorus Trust 14,000             9,700               
Pub Charity 40,000             40,000             
Sport New Zealand 107,600           144,725           
TAB 5,798               10,250             
Trillian Trust 20,000             -
Wellington City Council 2,000 -
Total 660,952           662,532           

Player revenue is recognised when the services have been provided. Amounts received in advance are recognised as a liability until such 
time as the services have been provided.

Competition fees 
Revenue from competition fees is recognised once the related competition has been held.

Non-exchange transactions are those where the Group receives an inflow of resources (i.e., cash and other tangible or intangible items) but 
provides no (or nominal) direct consideration in return. 

With the exception of services-in-kind, inflows of resources from non-exchange transactions are only recognised as assets where both: 

  -It is probable that the associated future economic benefit or service potential will flow to the entity, and 

 -Fair value is reliably measurable. 

 Inflows of resources from non-exchange transactions that are recognised as assets are recognised as non-exchange revenue, to the extent 
that a liability is not recognised in respect to the same inflow. 

Liabilities are recognised in relation to inflows of resources from non-exchange transactions when there is a resulting present obligation as a 
result of the non-exchange transactions, where both: 

 -It is probable that an outflow of resources embodying future economic benefit or service potential will be required to settle the obligation, 
and 

 -The amount of the obligation can be reliably estimated. 

The following specific recognition criteria in relation to the Group's non-exchange transaction revenue streams must also be met before 
revenue is recognised 

Revenue from sponsorship agreements is recognised as the related services are provided in accordance with the terms of the sponsorship 
agreements

The recognition of non-exchange revenue from Grants and Donations depends on the nature of any stipulations attached to the inflow of 
resources received and whether this creates a liability (i.e. present obligation) rather than the recognition of revenue. 

Stipulations that are “conditions” specifically require the Group to return the inflow of resources received if they are not utilised in the way 
stipulated, resulting in the recognition of a non-exchange liability that is subsequently recognised as non-exchange revenue as and when the 
'conditions' are satisfied. 

Stipulations that are 'restrictions' do not specifically require the Group to return the inflow of resources received if they are not utilised in the 
way stipulated, and therefore do not result in the recognition of a non-exchange liability, which results in the immediate recognition of non-
exchange revenue. 

NZWPA

Player Revenue  

Revenue is recognised when the amount of revenue can be measured reliably and it is probable that economic benefits will flow to the 
Group and measured at the fair value of consideration received or receivable.
The following specific recognition criteria in relation to the Group' s revenue streams must also be met before revenue is recognised.
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Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements Cont.
For the 12 month period ended 31 December 2024

Non Exchange Revenue by Catergory Dec-24 Dec-23
$ $

Grants and Donations 660,953           665,291           
Prize Money - 16,140             
Sponsorship 35,704             30,639             
Total 696,657           712,070           

Exchange Revenue by Catergory Dec-24 Dec-23
$ $

Interest 25,600             14,623             
Competition Fees 884,684           766,214           
Other Income 11,137             35,444             
Player Fees 1,314,924        1,137,583        
Registration & Affilation Fees 90,001             82,339             
Total 2,326,346        2,036,203        

Received in Advance Dec-24 Dec-23
Grants received in period not yet spent: $ $
High Performance Sport New Zealand 38,459             57,093
Total 38,459             57,093

5. Prepayments and Accrued Income

Dec-24 Dec-23
$ $

Interest 4,334               2,990
National Mini Storage 1,941               1,941
Athlete Development Programme 23,243             -                  
Senior Women's flights - 71,954             
Total 29,518             76,885             

6.   Fees Received in Advance Dec-24 Dec-23
$ $

Athlete Development Programme 30,959             -                  
Total 30,959             -                  

7. Accrued Expenses Dec-24 Dec-23
$ $

Annual Leave 11,996             15,665             
Audit* 8,450               5,450               
Coaching Costs - 1,757               
Pool Hire 8,200               -
Referee Match Fees - 2,805               
Staff payroll 13,313             5,541               
Uniform 16,822             -

Total 58,781             31,219             

NZWPA

Revenue relating to future periods but received during the current financial period:

NZWPA

*Audit Fee: The total audit fee for the year ended 31 December 2024 is $10,350, of which $8,450 remains accrued as at balance date. 
The difference reflects partial payments made prior to year-end.

NZWPA

NZWPA

NZWPA

NZWPA

Prepayments relate to expenditure paid in the current financial period but relating to future periods.
Accrued income relates to income earned in the current financial period but not yet received.
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Notes to the Consolidated Financial Statements Cont.
For the 12 month period ended 31 December 2024

8. Property Plant and Equipment

Software & equipment 40% D.V.
Water polo equipment 25% - 67% D.V.

9. Commitments

Leases

Dec-24 Dec-23
$ $

Less than one year 3,776 2,517               
Total 3,776 2,517               

10. Contingent Liabilities and Assets

11. Related Parties and Key Management Personnnel

2024 2023 2024 2023

 No. Personnel
Trustees (8) 8 8 - -
Senior management FTE 1 1 141,311 130,041

Total 141,311 130,041           

12. Subsequent Events

NZWPA

 No. Personnel Remuneration

There have been no  events subsequent to balance date which would materially affect the consolidated financial statements.(December 
2023: nil)

Megan Thomson, a trustee of the Association, received $5,000 in coaching fees during the reported period. This payment was for 
services provided outside her role as a trustee and does not relate to trustee renumeration.

Key management personnel include the trustees of the society. Remuneration and other benefits are as follows:

Property, Plant and Equipment are included at cost less accumulated Depreciation. Depreciation is calculated using the diminishing value 
method (D.V) at the following rates:

When an item of property, plant and equipment is disposed of, any gain or loss is recognised in the statement of revenue and expense, 
calculated as the difference between the sale price and the carrying value of the item. The Group assesses the carrying value of each 
fixed asset annually. Where the estimated recoverable amount of the asset is less than its carrying amount, the asset is written down. 
This impairment loss is recognised in the statement of revenue and expense. The Group has reviewed property, plant and equipment for 
impairment and found no case of any significant impairment of their value.

There were no capital expenditure commitments as at 31 December 2024. (December 2023: $nil)

Operating leases are those where all the risks and benefits incidental to ownership are retained by the lessor. Operating lease payments 
are expensed in the periods that the amounts are payable. 

NZWPA

Total lease expense recognised in the consolidated statement of revenue and expense for the year is  $10,068 (2023: $13,180).

No contingent liabilities / assets are known to exist at balance date. (December 2023: $nil)

Tanisha Keach
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Jha nna  S avo v

He lena G asson

Ang ie Winstanle y-S mith

Jo e K aye s

Jan et  Ma sin a
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Cha ir

De put y  Ch air

Chie f  E xe cu tiv e O ff icer  /  High  Pe rfo rm ance  D ire cto r

F inan ce Manag er

Nat io nal  Ev en ts  Mana ger

S po rt s  Dir ecto r

Hig h Per for ma nce Mana ger

Co mm unicat io ns  Manag er  ( left  F e br uar y 2024)

Dig it al  & Mar ket ing  Manag er  ( s ta rt ed  Ju ly 2024)

Co mm unit y  Co m pet it ion s Man age r ( lef t  Ma y 2024)

Co mp et itio ns  Mana ger  ( s ta rted  Ju ly 2024)

Co mp et itio ns  Mana ger  ( s ta rt ed  Ju ly 2024)

O per at ion s  Ma nag er  ( s ta rt ed  Ju ne 2024)

Wo me n’s  Hea d Coa ch

Men ’s  Head  Co ach ( s ta rt ed  Ju ly 2024)

Wo r ld Aquat ics  GMS  Ad min ist r at ion



WATER POLO NEW ZEALAND

SELECTORS
Ee lc o Uri                           

Da vor Car ev ic

G rae me G un thorp    

Iai n Ans el l

Fac und o Pol ica rpo

An gi e Wi nst anl ey -S mith

S li m Potte r  

Josh  Potak a 

Meg an  Th omson 

Ne mo Rad j en

Dyl an S mith

Le ad  S el ec tor –  Conve nor

Le ad  S el ec tor

W omen ’s  S el ect or

Men ’s S e le ctor

U25 Wome n’s Se le ctor

U25 Men ’s  S el ect or

U20 W ome n’s S el ector

U20 Men ’s S el ec tor

U1 8 W omen ’s  S el ect or

U1 8 Men ’s &  U1 6 Men ’s  S el ect or

U1 6 Wome n’s Se le ctor



In  re mem br anc e  o f  th ose  we  hav e lost ,  we 

de dicate this  se ctio n to the  ch er ish ed m em ber s  of  

o ur  co m mun ity  who  hav e passed  a way o ve r the 

pa st  ye ar .  Their  con tr ibu tio ns  hav e lef t  an 

ind el ible  mar k o n o ur  o r gan isatio n.  As  we ho no ur  

their  me mo r ies ,  we r ef lect  o n the ir leg ac ies  and  

the im pact  th ey h ave  h ad o n al l  o f u s.  Th eir  sp iri t  

an d ded icatio n wi l l  co nt inue  to  inspir e us  as  we 

m ov e for war d. 

Obituaries
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Ma rk Ha rdin g

It  is  with  sad ness  that  we adv ise of  

Mar k’s  de ath –  af ter  a sh or t  battle  

with cancer .  

Mar k’s  spo r tin g achie vem en ts  

de ser ve,  a nd wi l l  ge t,  fu l ler  co ve ra ge 

f r om  th ose c lo ser  to  him than  me.  

Ho wev er ,  i t can  b e r ecog nised  her e 

that  Mar k was  an ex cept io nal  

spo r tsm an. He  wa s e xt ra or din ari ly  

s t ro ng  as  a  tee nag er ,  swift  in the 

water ,  talented  as  a n al l - r ou nd wat er  

po lo  play er  a nd hig hly  re gar de d in 

o th er  sp or ts .

In  a per io d when  man y water  po lo 

pla yer s  ex ce l led athle tical ly  –  

esp ec ial ly in  swim min g, sur f  

l i fesav ing  a nd ba sk etbal l  –  t he 19 70s  

inc lu ded  so me  who  r ea ch ed e l i te  

lev els  in r ug by.  F o r  e xam ple , th e 197 5 

NZ Men ’s  te am inc lu ded  Ru sse l l  

McCo nno chie  ( Otag o Co lts  & U 21 

team s),  Pau l  Tuo r o ( Cou nt ies  and  N Z

Mao r is) ,  Mur ra y Dav ie (Canter bu ry  and
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19 83 A l l  Black s)  and  Mark  (Can te rb ur y,  

NZ U 21s  & U 23s  and  1983  Wal lab ies ).  

F r om  his  ear ly da ys  in Chr istch ur ch  

c lub  wa te r po lo ,  with  age  g r ou p 

Can te rb ur y and  NZ te ams, Mar k 

be came  a n auto mat ic  se lect ion  fo r  

the sen ior  Canter bu ry  and  N Z Me n’s  

team s. He r epr esen te d NZ f ro m  1 973  

to 19 82 a nd ag ain, f r om  Sy dne y ( wher e 

he  had b ecom e a staunch  m em ber  o f 

the Cr o nul la water  po lo  f r ater nity) ,  in 

19 88.  A  fel lo w play er  in th at  1 988  

team , Br end an Ho r an, de scr ibe s  Ma rk  

as  be ing ‘a  g r eat  te am -m ate  and a 

wo nde rfu l  p er son ’ .

In  an o n- l ine  re unio n o f  the  1975  t eam  

( in 2020) ,  Mark  descr ibed  h imself  as  

‘s t i l l  hav ing e ver y th ing h e was  bo rn  

with: no  ne w k nee s , hips  o r 

sho uld er s’ .  He wi l l  be so re ly m isse d. 

Wr it te n by  I an G untho r p

30 Se ptem ber  2024



Mu rray Sc ott

The  Canter bur y  wa te r po lo  te am wo n 

28  of  the 58  Nat ion al  Pr o vin cia l  

Cha mpio nsh ips  held  in  th e per io d 

19 09 to  1 976 . This  do min atio n o f  th e 

spo r t in Ne w Zealan d inc lud ed the 

last  two  crit ical  decad es  when  on e 

m an play ed  a  p ar t pe rh aps  

un equ al led  in  te rm s o f  play ing , 

co aching  and ad min ist r at ion . He was  

Mur r ay S cott .   Mu rr ay  died  o n 23  

S eptem ber  after  a  lo ng  i l lness .

In tr o duce d to  water  po lo at  his  

be lov ed  B ecke nham  Club in  the  mid 

19 50s , when  the re  was  n o ju nio r,  

scho ols  o r wo me n’s  water  po lo, 

Mur r ay h ad t o lea rn  q uickly  ho w to  

ho ld h is p lace, o ften  l i te ral ly ,  am on gst  

m en who  wer e ex pe rie nced in  the  fin e 

ar ts o f  und er wate r g ra ppl in g. O ver  

the y ear s  he be came  a n ex per t .  Nev er  

the fastest  swim me r, Mu rr ay  

co mpe nsated with his  de te rm inat io n, 

de fens iv e abi l i t ies ,  s t re ngth an d bal l

ski l ls .   He was  in the  Ca nter bur y team  

fo r sev er al  ye ars  an d th en b ecame  its

54

de dicated co ach. He  wa s also  coach  o f  

Be cken ham -S ockb ur n whe n it wo n 

the Ry an Cup  (fo r n atio na l  in te r -c lub  

co mpe tit io n)  fo r  th re e con se cut ive 

y ear s  –  19 74-76 .

In  1972  Mur r ay was  sele cted  in th e NZ 

To ur nam ent  team  a nd awar de d the 

ho no ur  o f cap tain cy. [ Memb er s  o f  th e 

na tio nal  s ide , for  which Mur r ay was  

co ns ider ed  an un lucky  o m iss io n, we re  

no t  co ns id er ed fo r sele ct io n.]

We l l  k no wn Chr istch ur ch  sp or ts  

jo ur nal is t  and au th or ,  Ray  Cairn s ,  

wr ote v ivid ly abo ut  Mur r ay. A  cou ple 

o f  Ra y Cair ns ’  mo st  n otab le quo tes  

wer e:

-  His  s ty le o f  p lay h as  a lways  be en 

r ather  ro bu st an d he r ev els  in 

up settin g bo th th e com po sur e and  

r epu ta tio ns  o f o pp os ing  for war ds .

-  Tha t,  in  1 972 whe n re tir em en t f r om  

r epr ese nt ativ e pla y be ck on ed fo r

Mur r ay,  ‘ The Can te rb ur y team  wi l l  n ot  

see m the sam e with ou t S cott .   H e was  

f i r st  cho sen fo r the sen ior  s ide wh en



he  was  1 8,  a nd in the  1 4 se ason s  s in ce  th at t ime , has  o nly  t wice m isse d th e nat io nal  

cham pio nship s  –  an d th en b ecause h e was  unav ai lab le’ .

Mur r ay b ecame  a NZ se lector  and  co ach o f  the  NZ te am to  Au str al ia in 19 73 , NZ 

m anag er  of  the m en’s  team  to  Eur o pe in  1 974,  co ach o f  th e 197 5 NZ m en’ s team  at  

the NZ G am es in Chr istchu rch  -  whe n t he t eam  play ed Aust ra l ia ,  Y ugo s lav ia,  Russ ia,  

USA an d Gr ea t Br itain ( aga inst wh om  it r eco rd ed i t s  fi r s t  e ve r inter na tio nal  win  6 -3 )  

–  an d coach  o f  th e NZ team  in  1976 .

Mur r ay h ad c lose  fam ily co nne ctio ns  in water  po lo .  Br othe rs  Lind say an d Bev an 

bo th play ed  in  Canter bur y  tea ms and  wife ,  Char ma ine, was  an  e ve r pa tie nt  

sup po rter .  Mur r ay ser ve d o n th e NZWP Bo ar d and  Canter bu ry  WP B oa rd  (as  

Cha irm an)  for  seve ra l  y ear s .

Wr it te n by  I an G untho r p

25 Sep te mb er  2024

5555



W ay ne Ma rtlew

Way ne  r o se to  pr o mine nce in NZ 

water  po lo as  a y ou ngster  and  q uickly  

de ve lop ed thr ou gh  the  se nio r r ank s  in  

the 19 60 s an d 19 70s . He ha d a str o ke a 

few y ear s  a go  and d idn’t  r ecov er  as  

ho pe d. His  favo ur ed  left ar m , so  

st ro ng  when  a ttackin g o ppo ne nts’  

g oals ,  was  r end er ed we ak and  his  

spe ech was  a l i tt le im pair ed . Fa cin g 

o th er  di f f icu ltie s ,  Wayn e had  a fa l l  

r ecen tly ,  po ssib ly as  a r esult  of  a 

fur t her  str o ke. He  died  e ar l ier  this  

wee k at  his  ho me in  Au str al ia.

Way ne  wa s a lo ng -standin g an d 

en th usiast ic m em ber  of  the Hu tt  

S wimm ing Clu b. He was  an  

o ut stan ding  swimm er  b ut  i t was  

water  po lo in  wh ich he r ep re se nted 

NZ. I n 196 5  Wayn e was  selected in  the  

NZ Men ’s  te am which  t r ave l led to  

Ho bar t  to  play  in th e Austral ia n 

Cha mpio nsh ips .  It  was  d el ibe ra te ly 

sele cted  as  a  ‘ yo ung  te am fo r the  

futur e’ an d con ta ined  o nly  two

ex pe rie nced sen ior  play er s :  Andr ew

K o cs is ,  a fo rm er  mem be r o f  the  pr e -
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r ev olu tio n 19 56 Hun gar ian  O lym pic  

squ ad, an d Char l ie Bir d,  the  Au ckland  

g oalk eep er .  The team  play ed t r aining  

m atch es  in Ho bar t ag ainst  s tate 

team s u nt i l  th e Austr al ian  wate r p olo  

au th or it ies  arr iv ed an d stated  th at 

they  had  n ot  o ff ic ial ly  invited  th e NZ 

team  –  so  the  te am ha d to  r etur n 

ho m e.

With br o th er ,  Ga ry ,  who  also swam , 

pla yed  and co ached  at a h igh le vel  in  

NZ, the  p air ,  alon gs ide  se ve ral  o ther  

dy nam ic  and successful  Hu tt  

pe rso nal i t ies ,  we re  fo r mida ble.

Way ne  we nt  on  to  be sele cted  in th e 

NZ U-23  te am which  t o ur ed V icto r ia in 

19 69  and NZ team s which play ed  in  

Austra l ia,  Eur o pe an d NZ in the 19 72 -

75  pe rio d. He  did no t  fi t  the m ou ld of  

a big , tal l  play er  b ut  he was  fast an d 

ex tre mely  ef fect ive o n the r igh t h and 

po st .   W ayn e sco r ed a lo t  o f  go als .  He 

wi l l  be  r em em ber ed .

Wr it te n By  I an G untho r p



A huge thank you to the 
funders & sponsors that 
make our sport possible

Funders & Sponsorship

Fun ders

Co nstel lat ion  Com mu nity Tr ust ·  F ou r Win ds  Fo un dat io n ·  G r assro o ts  Tr ust ·

Hig h Per for ma nce Sp or t  NZ · Ne w Ze aland  Com mu nity Tr ust  ·

Ne w Ze aland  Oly mpic  Co mm ittee  · Pelo r us  Tru st  ·  Pu b Char ity Ltd ·

S po rt  New Zea land ·  TAB · Th e Lio n F ou ndat io n ·  T he No r th  &  So uth Tr ust ·

Tr i l l ian Tr ust  L td  ·  Wel l in gto n City  Cou nci l  · Wo r ld Aqu atics

Spon sors

AUT Mi l lenn ium ·  Delf in a Spo r t ·  En ta in Ne w Ze aland  · Jo hn Mat t hews & Assoc iat es  ·

K ap7  ·  New Ze aland  N Z S po r t Co l lect ive Ltd ·  Pre miu m Real  E st at e ·  St re am S ho p Lt d ·

S uzuk i  NZ · The  T indal l  F o und at ion  ·  Tr op hy S pecia l ists  & En gr avin g Ltd
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