
 

 
NEW ZEALAND WATER POLO 
ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT PATHWAY 
 

 
 

The following pages detail the athlete development pathway through to 2028, there are five key components to this pathway: 

1. World Aquatics U16 Water Polo Championships: Four Year Plan (Born 2010 – 2012)  
 

2. World Aquatics U18 Water Polo Championships: Four Year Plan (Born 2008 – 2010)  
 

3. World Aquatics U20 Water Polo Championships: Four Year Plan (Born 2005 or 2007)  
 

4. World Aquatics U20 Water Polo Championships: Four Year Plan (Born 2009 or 2011)  
 

5. Athlete Competition Pathway 
 

 
  



 

1. WORLD AQUATICS U16 WATER POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS: Four Year Plan (Born 2010 – 2012)  
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Note: the Under 16 world campaign lasts two years. After two years, a reselection will be made and the Under 16 aged athletes will transition into a two year 
Under 18 programme. 
 
 
 



 

 

2. WORLD AQUATICS U18 WATER POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS: Four Year Plan (Born 2008 – 2010) 
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Note: the Under 18 world campaign will be over a two year cycle (following on from a two year Under 16 campaign). After the Under 18 campaign the athletes 
will transition into a one year Under 20 campaign. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

3. WORLD AQUATICS U20 WATER POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS: Four Year Plan (Born 2005 or 2007) 
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Note: any athletes involved in the Under 18 or Under 16 programs will not be eligible for Junior Development opportunities until they are no longer part of the 
Under 18 and Under 16 campaigns.  



 

4. WORLD AQUATICS U20 WATER POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS: Four Year Plan (Born 2009 or 2011)  
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Note: any athletes involved in the Under 18 or Under 16 programs will not be eligible for Junior Development opportunities until they are no longer part of the 
Under 18 and Under 16 campaigns.  



 

5. ATHLETE COMPETITION PATHWAY: School, Club, and International Competitions, and NZWP National Squads 
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